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the tide having swept them up the estuary, and the current
preventing them making much way.

The mahout guides his elephant through the water by the
pressure of his feet and toes, or by touching his head with a
stick. As our host's elephants swam to us at Dhunnia Munnia
one of the great beasts turned over on his side, with a swirl and
a splash, the mahout nimbly changing his position, and stand-
ing on the upturned flank. This, they said, was the animal's
play; but it seemed dangerous sport for its rider, in a deep
rapid river abounding in alligators.

When the elephants had safely crossed, and their howdahs,
which had been brought over by boat, were properly adjusted
on their backs, we mounted and proceeded to beat the " chur/*

On reaching the place where the decoy-bullock had been
tethered the previous night, the traces of the kill were manifest,
and we had no difficulty in following the trail through the long
grass till we came on its carcass, already half eaten by the tiger,
but still showing plainly the crushing effect of the death-blow.
The neck of the animal had been broken and the head twisted
round, jaw-bone and shoulder-blade both having been smashed
by the terrible onslaught. There were plenty of footprints, or
" pugs/1 as they call the spoor of tiger, round the carcass, and
the head mahout pronounced him to be a royal tiger, that is to
say, one of the largest size and best breed for pluck and endur-
ance* We went on beating through the tall " sunn " grass,
which seemed capable of hiding any quantity of game in its
, dense cover. Each man stood up on his howdah with rifle at
the " ready/'

Suddenly, one of the elephants cocked his ears and trumpeted,
with the clear metallic clang which denotes danger.

" The tiger is afoot/* shouted our host;   st there spoke
S&ndri, my best elephant.   She never trumpets for nothing/'
f     The doctor, who was in front, fired, and a tremendous roar
showed that his ball had told.

'" Push on, push on, follow up! " shouted the Frenchman,

But the more haste the worse speed, for we over-went our tiger,

and paused in a small nullah, looking vainly for his pug in its

.sandy bed.   After a short consultation, we determined to beat

;': along the nullah, an elephant on each bank and one in the bed